520         AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A JOURNALIST

was ready to take his rifle and duties for the mo-
ment.

I have seen it stated that the Montenegrin is a
lazy man, who puts off the hard work on the women;
but this is quite untrue, the fact being that any
work which he considers the work of a man he is
eager to do. He is an admirable road-maker and
navvy, goes far and wide to get work on public
works, and at home, when peace allows it, he does
the heavy work j but as, in the ordinary life of the
past four centuries, he was almost constantly on the
frontier to meet the Turkish invasions or the Alba-
nian raids, the agricultural and much other work
fell necessarily to the women. When there were
considerable Sittings from Cettinje, and the amount
of baggage to be carried down to Cattaro was large,
it was always allotted to one of the most intelligent
men to judge of the weight; and when it was a heavy
package he said, " This is the load of a man," or,
if a light load, " This is for a woman," many of
whom were waiting, eager for the chance of gaming
something by their labor. But no compensation
will induce a Montenegrin to accept a work which
is considered not the work of a man.

In military courage and docility the Montenegrin
probably stands at the head of European races. He
is born brave, and comes under the law of military
obedience as soon as he can carry arms. The good
wish for the boy baby in his cradle is, " May you not
die in your bed," and to face death is to the boy or
man the most joyous of games. I have seen a man,